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| Advertiſement to the Reader. 


F this Diſcourſe finds a favourable Re- 

ception from the Public, the Author 
will readily aſcribe it to their Candor, al- 
lowing the Honeſty of the Intention, and 
he hopes the Juſtice of the Sentiments, to 
atone for the Defects in the Stile and Com- 
poſition, of which he is very ſenſible, and 
which would have prevented all Thoughts 
of it's Publication, had he not been over- 
ruled by the Importunity of a few Friends, 
to whoſe Judgment he owes a conſiderable 


Deference. 


* 


— — 
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| Ene, th e. | 


The te. Verte runs thus. > © Honour, 
or eſteem all men: love the brotherhood, E 
fear God, honour the . * 


cg e we "oh in gerte che 5 
& A which we owe to the members of 
NN it, in their ſeveral places and ſta- 
tions, make a great part of practical Chriſ- 
tianity, and a conſiderable part of our Bible 
is employed, to inculcate theſe duties upon 
us, by the moſt expreſs precepts, and the 
moſt cogent motives. Among the reſt, the 
duties which we owe to Magiſtrates, to 
Kings as ſupreme, and all in authority over 
us, are by no means neglected by the ſa- 
cred writers. Therefore tho the office of | 
Chriſtian Miniſters chigſy relates to ſpiritual 
things, the furure Salvation of Souls and 

| B their 
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their preparation for an eternal world; tis 


a part of their province ſometimes to explain 


and inculcate upon their hearers, the duty 
they owe to their earthly Sovereigns, as 
well as to their heavenly King, who is the 
abſolute ſupreme Lord of the Univerſe; to 


engage them to © render to Ceſar, the 
things that are Czſar's, as well as to Ga, 


the things that are God's. $ 


And ſure the late Acceſſion of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty, to the throne of theſe king- 
doms, (on the much lamented deceaſe of 
his royal Grandfather,) is a fit occaſion for 
us, more particularly to acquit ourſelves of 
the promiſe we made him in our addreſs— 
e to inculcate upon all who attend our 


miniſtry, that ſubmiſſion and obedience 


which they owe to his Majeſty's Authority 
and Government*,” to teach them © 0 ho- 
nour the King,” as well as © to fear God!” 
Such is the Exhortation in the verſe of my 
Text : — © eſteem all men, love the bro- 


| therhoad, reverence God, honour the 


King.” 
* Addreſs of the Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters in and 
about LoxDoN, preſented Nov. 21, 1760. 
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King.“ * The paſſage is remarkable for its 
conciſe and nervous ſtile. To the duty we 
owe God, the King of Kings, the Apoſtle 
immediately ſubjoins that which we owe to 
earthly Sovereigns; as they are his Vice- 

gerents here below, and a juſt ſenſe of our 

| Duty to him, is the meaſure to regulate, and 
the beſt principle to enforce and ſecure our 
Duty to them. | 


} 'Tis only the laſt clauſe of the arts ho- 
nour the King, J have choſen at preſent to 
| inſiſt on at large. And hence 


Firſt, I ſhall open and explain the Duty 
of honouring the King. 


Secondly, I ſhall recommend and enforce 
this Duty. — And then conclude with ap- 


hing i it. 


Firſt of all, I am to open and explain the 
Duty of honouring the King. 


„See Dr. Doddeidge in Locum. 
B 2 Now 


—— — — — 
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Now to honour the King may imply i in 
the fiyſt place — entertaining a juſt Venera- 
tion for his Perſon and Character. The 


Character of Majeſty has ſomething ſa- 
cred in it, tis the moſt auguſt among mor- 


tals, and challenges the higheſt degree of 


reſpect. Such is the dignity and impor- 


tance of the office of ſupreme Magiſtrates, 
that they are ſometimes ſtiled Gods in 
Scripture ; as they are appointed of God, 
and derive an Authority from him, which 
bears a reſemblance to his own ; to diſtri- 


bute juſtice amongſt men, to be © a terror to 


evil doers, as well as a praiſe to thoſe who 
do well.” Under God the whole Commu- 
nity reſts on and is upheld by them, and 
the whole executive power of it is lodged in 


them. And the Wiſdom of all Nations has 
given thoſe Enſigns of Grandeur and 
Royalty to their Sovereigns, whenever they 


appear in Public, as might ſtrike a Re- 
verence and Awe of their Perſons and Of- 
fice into their People; and intereſt the 
Senſes in procuring them that profound Re- 
ſpect, which Reaſon ſhould teach men to 


Py 
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pay to their Office, but would not alone ſe- 
cure it from vulgar minds. Thus the pom- 
pous appearance of ſubordinate Magiſtrates, 
of the Judges, for inſtance, in their Courts, 
is not a piece of idle Pageantry, but is found 
to be a proper Expedient, to ſecure them a 
due Regard in the execution of their office : 
And the higheſt Titles of Honour, not to 
mention the fulſome Extravagances in thoſe 
of the Eaſtern Monarchs, have always been 
beſtowed upon their Sovereigns, by the 
wiſeſt and moſt civilized People, to intimate 
the Deference that ſhould be paid them by 
their ſubjects. — The Text, when it re- 
quires us to honour the King implies, that 
we ſhould entertain and expreſs high EC 
teem and Reſpect for him; as the very 
ſame Greek word which occurs here is, at 
the beginning of the Verſe rendered in the 
margin by eſteem ; © efteem all men.” Eſteem 
and Reſpect is requiſite in every Relation, 
even in the moſt intimate and tender, for 
Perſons to maintain a regular diſcharge of 
its duties to each other, any conſiderable 
length of time. Thus St. Paul in Epheſ. 


V. 
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v. 21. makes the Duty of Chriſtians to one 
another, as equals, confiſt in ſubmitting or 
paying a deference one to another in the fear 
of God. And our Apoſtle is ſuppoſed by 
a very * conſiderable writer, to deſign in 
this Context to ground every relative Duty, 
or all the duties we owe our Fellow-Crea- 


tures in ſubmiſſion to them; for he takes the 


proper tranſlation of the beginning of the 


13th Verſe, © ſubmit yourſelves to every or- 
dinanceof man, to be, ſubmit yourſelves 
toevery human Creature, or to every man; 
and that the Apoſtle having laid down this 
general Rule for the duties we owe our Fel- 
low- Creatures, then deſcends to particulars, 
bringing in, as in the Verſe of my Text, 
thoſe we owe to Equals, as well as to Su- 
periors, under this ſame head of Submiſ- 
fion. But tho I can hardly ſubſcribe to 
this tranſlation of the 13th Verſe, which 


rather ſeems to mean every conſtitution of 
human Government, of Mhatever form, or 


in whatever hands, nor therefore to the de- 
* Biſhop Sherlock in his Sermons, Vol. IV. p. 346, 


c. | 
+ Ha xte et ar Nen. 


dudtion 


T1 
duction of this Sentiment from it; yet the 
Sentiment is in itſelf juſt, and ſuggeſted 
by other Scriptures, which repreſent a De- 
ference to others, as neceſſary to a right be- 
haviour towards them. How neceſſary 
then muſt it be for Subjects to cultivate a 
high eſteem and veneration for their Sove- 
reign, when their duty to him particularly 
conſiſts in their ſubmiſſion and obedience to 
his laws, and their affectionate ſupport of his 
Government? Our Apoſtle in his ſecond 
Epiſtle, chap. ii. v. 10, 12. gives a moſt de- 
ſpicable and dreadful 1 thoſe de- 
bauched Wretches, that deſpiſe Govern- 
ment,” or Dominion, * that have no re- 
gard to laws, or order, either in kingdoms, 
or families,” and who “are not afraid to ſpeak 
evil of dignities. He attributes it to pre- 

ſumption, ſelf- will, ſtupidity and abandoned 
lewdneſs; and compares them to brute 
beaſts, made to be taken and deſtroyed; or 
| they are to be conſidered as much enemies 


. Wright on human Virtues, on living ſoberly, 
5 93+ 


to 
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to the peace and welfare of Society as wild 
beaſts. 


The Sum is this. The ground Work 
of loyalty to Princes muſt be laid, in 
eſteeming them highly for their office ſake. 
And tis abſolutely inconſiſtent with becom- 
ing ſentiments of their ſupreme dignity, to 
allow ourſelves in abuſive reflections, on 


their Character, or Government. Tis the 


vileſt abuſe of our Liberty, and flagitious 
iniquity, to be ready to take up evil reports 
concerning our Rulers, and indulge a ma- 
levolent licentiouſneſs in ſpreading them. 


Our Soveroigns, in their high and important 


Station, have ſurely a right to that Charity, 
we owe all our Fellow- Creatures — not to 
think any evil of them we can help! 


The private Characters of Princes we 
have no buſineſs with; Silence is due to 


| : REN = ö : 
their Frailties as men: tis with their Pub- 


lic Character, as Magiſtrates, we are con- 


cerned; and ere they have a Claim to 


great tenderneſs. Much that may appear to 
- us 
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us miſtake and failing in Government, is 
without doubt to be attributed to our in- 
competent Situation for judging of things 
ſo much above us; and whatever juſt rea- 
ſon we may have in ſome caſes for diſſatis- 
faction, if we duly venerate their office, we 
ſhall be cautious not to v:/;fy their perſons. 
Let the dignity of the Magiſtrate cover the 
| foibles of the man, and the common frail- 
ties of human nature, prevent our expect- 
ing perfection in the Magiſtrate. While 
our Sovereigns perform the great duties of 
their office, and in the main anſwer the 
ſalutary ends of it, they are certainly en- 
titled to our reſpect and veneration : and 
tis no ſervile doctrine to maintain, that we 
ſhould carefully guard againſt every thing 
that might leſſen our eſteem and value for 
them, and ſhould take pains to cultivate an 
habitual reverence for their perſons and au- 


thority. 


Secondly, — To honour the King further 
_ implies, having a datiſul affection for him. 


C T have 
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I have not been deſigning in what I have 
already ſaid, to plead for an implicit reve- 
rence and flaviſh dread of our Princes; like 
that which is paid to Eaſtern Monarchs, 
founded on total ignorance of their per- 
ſonal characters, and cruel evidences of their 
arbitrary power. Since many of them are 
ſcarce ever ſeen by their ſubjects, and then 
only to be impiouſly adored ; and in one 
Country *, that of Siam, tis a capital 


crime, puniſhed with inſtant death, to in- 


timate that the King is in any caſe capable 
of being impoſed upon, or miſtaken. And 


the bloody manner, in which the leaſt fai- 


lure of reſpe& in their ſubjects, is ſure to 
be puniſhed, and the frequent wanton cru- 


elties they exerciſe upon them, make thoſe 


Monarchs ſerved only, as they ſay the Devil 
is by the American Indians, for fear of the 
hurt they can do. 


Blefled be God, we live in a Country, 
and under a Conſtitution, that encourages 


' * See Modern Univerſal Hiſtory, 8vo. Edit. Vol. vii, 


p. 267. | 


quite 
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quite another ſort of regard to our Sove- 
reigns ; the reſpect we are to pay them, is 
to Kings, not to Tyrants, is what their cha» 
racer and office deſerve. 


A wiſe and good Prince, who governs 
by the laws of his Country, who is the 
vigilant and faithful Guardian of thoſe 
laws, who makes the ſafety and proſperity 
of his People the great object of his ad- 
miniſtration, is the greateſt of all public 
bleſſings, is the Father of his Country, is 
the faireſt image of the Deity, whoſe Go- 
vernment is paternal, and employed to 
communicate happineſs : and therefore the 
duty we owe the King is ſimilar, though 
but ſubordinate to that which we owe to 
God. Such a Prince challenges the Affec- 
tions of his Subjects, and his throne ſhould 
be firmly fixed in their hearts. Tis an in- 
genuous, chearful ſervice they owe him, to 
be paid © not for wrath, but Conſcience 
<« ſake,” Rom. xiii. 5. Not ſo much from 
fear of his power, as from a ſenſe of duty, 
from love and affection to him. When 


„ God 
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God repreſents himſelf, as © a father to his 
* People Iſrael, he enquires, © Where is 
mine honour? for a ſon honoureth his 
« father,” Mal. i. 6. When therefore the 
Apoſtle makes uſe of this Term honour, to 
denote our duty to the King, it implies, that 
it ſhould be of the ingenuous kind, like the 
regard which dutiful children have for the 
beſt of fathers; that there ſhould be a 
warm and loyal attachment in our hearts 
to our Sovereign, as the head of that body 
politic, of which we are all members, and 
who is of the utmoſt importance to its 
well-being ; and that there ſhould be a 
grateful remembrance of the benefits we are 


. continually deriving from his Government. 
How baſe and ungenerous is the temper 


that can be void of loyalty and affection to 
the common father of a people, by whoſe 
ſteady, watchful, mild, and gentle Govern- 
ment, they enjoy uninterrupted years of 


Peace, and plenty, and proſperity ! 


Thirdly, — To honour the King implies, 
Obedience to his Laws: obeying them our- 
| ſelves, 
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ſelves, and promoting obedience to them 
from others. The good order of Society 
cannot ſubſiſt without laws; but laws ge- 


nerally diſobeyed anſwer no other end, than 
to render a Government contemptible for 


its weakneſs ; it is therefore the duty of 
every good Subject, to contribute to the 
obſervance of the laws of his Country, by 
his Example and Influence ; both on ac- 
count of the benefit of the laws themſelves, 
and to maintain the Government in proper 
reſpect and reputation, to be able in other 
| caſes to employ its authority to the publick 
advantage. A great part of the ſupreme 
Magiſtrate's office is Legiſlature, or enact- 
ing and executing the laws. And in a free 
country like ours, where the people, by their 
Repreſentatives, concur to the making of 
the laws, and their neceſſity and utility are 
previouſly weighed and conſidered, by a 
number of the principal perſons in the 
Kingdom; how ſtrong is the People's obli- 
gation to obey them ? However as men, 
the greateſt, wiſeſt, and beſt of men, and 
numbers of men may be miſtaken ; I don't 
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ſay that the laws of one's Country are al- 
ways binding upon the Conſcience : they 
cannot be fo, if they are contrary to the 
known and plain laws of God, the ſove- 
reign Lord of Conſcience. And therefore 
in matters of Religion, which lay betwixt 


| God and a man's own Soul, and reſpect 


another life ; the Magiſtrate, whoſe office 
is inſtituted for this life and world, ſhould 
be cautious not to meddle too far; ſince 


every man muſt have a right of private 


Judgment in theſe matters, and his appeal 


to Reaſon and Scripture, againſt arbitrary 
human deciſions, or injunctions. If there 
are any laws that eſtabliſh iniquity, or 
that ſtrike deep at the civil or religious 
liberties of a nation, and make their lives 
and fortunes and natural rights depend on 
the will of a King, or his miniſtry, the 
people have a right to complain of, and to 
reſiſt the execution of ſuch laws. I con- 
gratulate this happy age and nation, that 
the ſlaviſh doctrine of paſſive obedience, 
and non-reliſtance to the will of Tyrants, 

is 
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is thoroughly exploded amongſt us, and 
that generous Sentiments of Liberty every 
where prevail. Tis not that fort of obe- 
dience to the caprice or cruelty of a Ty⸗ 
rant Chriſtianity enjoins ; but obedience to 


government, to the © power or Authority 


* ordained of God, which is only that 
which is ſo exerciſed, as to be the © miniſ- 
« ter of God for good to the people. 
Rom. xiii. 1, 4. After this limitation you 
mult allow me to tell you, that in moſt 
caſes of the civil and temporal kind, we 
ſhould obey the Laws, even where they 
are not in every reſpect ſuch as we approve, 
upon account of the evil tendency of ex- 
cepting to them ; as it may lead others to 
do the fame in numberleſs caſes, greatly to 
the diſturbance and prejudice of Society, as 
well as of the Sovereign's authority. We 
ſhould not be quick to join in oppoſing, 
and addrefling againſt laws, that have 
obtained the ſupreme Sanction, without 
abſolute neceſſity, and in caſes of very great 
conſequence. Nor ſhould we avail our- 


ſelves 
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ſelves of the neglect of inferior magiſtrates; 
in putting the laws in force, to encourage 
ourſelves to break ſuch, as may thwart our 
particular intereſts and inclinations ; but, 
preferring the public to our private good, 
we ſhould obey them for Conſcience ſake, 


or from a principle of duty to both God 


and man. —— * A celebrated and free 
writer in the days of the old Romans, de- 
{cribes a good man, to be one that obſerves, 
or obeys the laws of his Country. And 
though more than this is required in the 


Chriſtian notion of a good man, I don't 


fee how any can be good men without this 
—how they can pretend to have a regard 
for the laws of God, when they make no 
ſcruple of ſhewing that diſregard to human 
laws, enacted by a juſt and reaſonable au- 
thority, which if general, would quite un- 
hinge Society, that is of God's appointing. 
And if tis of importance to the publick 
4:40 that we obey the laws our ſelves, tis 


* Vir hens eſt quis ? 
Qui conſulta Patrum, qui leges juraque ſervat. 


Horat. Epiſt. Lib. i. Ep. 16, 
ſo, 


E 
ſo, that we ſhould contribute to their being 
obſerved, and not connive at their being 
broken by others, in any material inſtances. 
The laws of morality, incorporated into 
the laws of our Country, and thoſe that 
relate to the good order, the encourage- 
ment and extent of a fair trade and com- 
merce, and the ſupport of the Society, we 
ſhould think ourſelves bound ſtrictly to 
obey, and promote a due regard to them, 
among all upon whom we have any influ- 
ence; and we ſhould employ every proper 
method, in our ſeveral ſtations, to enforce 
their univerſal obſervance, and not be con- 
tented to ſee them generally violated with 
- impunity. — Let us not be detered by the 
fear of reproach from the worthleſs part of 
mankind, nor of ſome trouble and expence, 
from endeavouring to bring to condign pu- 
niſhment thoſe Enormities, which if not re- 
ſtrained, wouldleave no one'slife,or property, 
reputation, or virtue ſafe. As to the laws we 
have relating to Religion, ſince that muſt 
be a voluntary thing to be real, I own, I 
conſider them only as of the negative kind, 
and have no notion of enforcing them by 
pains and penalties; any further than to 
8 pre- 
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prevent perſons from affronting, diſturbing, 
or hindering others in attending to Reli- 
gion, and taking unfair advantages of 
them, by the open profanation of the 
Lord's-Day, which is ſet apart for public 
worſhip, in employing it about their world- 
ly buſineſs, which men of ſtrict religion 
cannot do, and therefore would not be up- 
on equal terms in buſineſs with others that 
can, if the Magiſtrate was to connive at 
ſuch conduct. I add once more, 


Fourthly, = To honour the King, is to 
ſupport his Government to the utmoſt of our 
power. We ſhould do this by every me- 
thod we are capable of, and in which 'tis 
requiſite. The moſt common and obvious, 
is contributing with our ſubſtance, to defray 
the expences which neceſſarily attend Go- 
vernment, both in peace and war. Ac- 
cording to the Apoſtle's command, Rom. 
xili. 5, 6, 7. We ſhould pay tribute and 
e c:/tom,” which will include all monies 
legally levied to ſupport the Government, 
jon Conſcience fake.” The Magiſtrate, 
being God's miniſter,” continually at- 
tending to the welfare of the public, 
muſt 


1 
muſt be ſupported by the public; and all 
the individuals that compoſe the public 
body, are bound in Conſcience to bear their 
part, as far as they have it in their power, 
towards defraying the expences, how great 
ſoever, which are incurred for their ſakes, 
or to preſerve the public weal, in whoſe 
proſperity they ſeverally have their ſhare. 
The equity and neceſſity of this is ſo plain 
in the reaſon of things, that tis really ſur- 
priſing, how perſons that maintain any 
tolerable regard to honour and honeſty in 
other reſpects, can reconcile their minds to 
contribute to defrauding the publick re- 
venue, by being concerned in the infamous 
practice of ſmuggling and running goods 
themſelves, or encouraging the practice in 
others by buying ſuch goods; ſince tis not 
only breaking the laws provided againſt it, 
but robbing the whole Society, who muſt 
make up the defects ſuch frauds occaſion 
in the public Revenue; and is further do- 
ing a particular injury to the fair Frader, 
who cannot allow himſelf to take the ſame 
baſe advantage. 


We ſhould none of us endeayourt by 
any means to evade bearing our part, in 
D 2 raiſing 
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raiſing thoſe ſupplies, which may be ne- 
ceſſary to ſupport the Government, when 
ats exigencies are very prefling, as well 
as its demands very great. How great 
ſoever is the burden of Taxes, if tis 
a neceſſary one, if 'tis only required to pre- 
ven tthe whole of our property, our liberties, 
or lives, from falling a prey to our enemies; 
we ſhould undergo it chearfully and with- 
out grudging. Inſtead of preying upon 
the neceſſities of the public, by inſiſting 
upon unreaſonable terms for raiſing the 
ſupplies, as is too often done, and ſtraiten- 
ing the hands of a prince; by our free and 
ready aſſiſtance, we ſhould give that vi- 
gour and ſpirit to the meaſures of our 
Governors, as may probably enable them 
much the ſooner to put an end to the occa- 


ſion of wanting ſuch large ſupplies. 


And further, if it prove neceſlary, we 
ſhould be ready to ſupport a good King 
with our Lives, as well as our Fortunes. 


Since under ſuch a Prince we enjoy all the 
benefits of Government, we muſt run all 


dangers with it, and conſider our lives 
themſeFves as devoted to its defence. And 
ſure no BRTTOoN can hold them too dear 

5 to 
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to riſque, when tis needful, to ſupport 
the King and the Conſtitution, in whoſe 
ſafety, the laws, liberties, and religion of his 
Country are comprehended ! But while 
every one 1s not called to, nor is capable of 
this ſervice; we all can and ſhould ſerve 
our King and Country, and contribute to 
the ſupport of our Government, by prac- 
tiſing and promoting Sobriety, Juſtice and 
Piety, and all thoſe ſocial Virtues, which 
are in themſelves conducive to a Nation's 
welfare, bring God's blefling upon it, and 
render government. more caly nnd ſecure. 


And | in fine, we ſhould all of us pray 
for the King, if we would moſt effectu- 
ally ſupport his Government: we ſhould 
be earneſt in makin g ſupplication and 
interceſſion for him, that we may intereſt 
Heaven in his favour, and recommend him 
to the direction, protection, and bleſſing of 
him, who ſets up and preſerves Kings, by 
whom they reign and decree juſtice, by 
whom they triumph in righteous Wars, 
flouriſh in arts of peace, and make their 
people proſperous and happy. Which leads 
me, after having thus fully explained, in 
the | Second 
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Second place—Briefly to recommend and 
enforce the duty of honouring the King. 
And here I ſhall only take notice of the 
following, as the principal motives to this 
duty, among many others that might be 
mentioned. 


Firſt, —To honour the King, is a duty 
our Religion expreſly enjoins us. — Thus, be- 
ſides my Text, the command is very ex- 
preſs in Rom. xiii. 1. Let every foul be 
e ſubject to the higher powers; and v. 7. 
—<© Render to all their dues, tribute to 


* whom tribute is due, cuſtom to whom 


* cuſtom, fear to whom fear, honour to 
© whom honour.” — ſo Tit. iii. 1. Put 
e them in mind to be ſubject to princi- 
« palities and powers, to obey magiſtrates; 
and 1 Tim. 1. 1, 2. we are exhorted TO 


pray for Kings, and for all that are in 


“ authority.” I am led to mention this 


argument firſt, by the immediate connec- 


tion, which the command in my Text, to 
honour the King, ſtands in with that, to 
fear God. Religion, or a due reverence for 
God, is fo far from being prejudicial to the 
good order of Society, ſo far from encou- 
raging levelling principles and diſaffection 
to Sovereigns, that 'tis the beſt ſecurity of 
loyalty 
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lo yalty | and obedience to Government. 
Chriſtians obey their lawful Prince, not 
merely for fear of his laws, but out of reve- 
rence to the higheſt authority, which com- 
mands them to honour the King: their 
duty to God inforces that which they owe 
their Prince, and ſecures him not only their 
outward obedience, but their hearty reſpect, 
affection, and ſupport. This is the import 
of the beginning of that 13th. Rom. ; a paſ- 
ſage which has been much abuſed to coun- 
tenance {laviſh doctrines, that have no more 
foundation in Scripture, than in Reaſon, It 
requires our ſubjection to the higher powers 
for ſeveral reaſons: firſt, — becauſe they 
« are ordained of God, fo that reſiſting 
« them, is reſiſting God's ordinance.” And 
ſecondly,—becaule of the puniſhment thoſe 
powers may inflict on ſuch as reſiſt; © they 
that reſiſt ſhall or will receive damnation,” 
not eternal damnation in another World, 

the Text does not meddle with that ; but 

condemnation and puniſhment from the 
magiſtrate in this world, as is plain from 
what follows.—— For Rulers are not a 
ce terror to good works, but to the evil.” 
And further, he argues obedience to Go- 
vernment, from the benefits of it; the ma- 


giſtrate 
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giſtrate © being God's miniſter for good, x 
« and a praiſe to them who do good,” or 
obey the laws; « and bearing the ſword. 
to execute wrath upon them that do. 
<« evil,” or upon thoſe who break the laws, 
and whom we call malefactors. And from 
this divine appointment and falutary end 
of Government, he argues in the 5th verſe; 


« That we ſhould obey it, not merely for 


« wrath,” or dread of being puniſhed by 
it, if we offend, but for Conſcience ſake,” 
from a principle of Religion and Duty. 
And ſo in ver. 13. preceding my text, our 
Apoſtle enjoins the Chriſtians, to whom he 
writes, ſcattered as ſtrangers through the 
various provinces of Aſia-Minor, © to ſub- 
e mit to every ordinance of man for the 
« Lord's ſake; whether it be to the 
« King as ſupreme, or to Governors under 
“ him, —i. e. to obey every conſtitution of 
human Government, of whatever ſort, and 
in whatever hands, to maintain a blameleſs, 


inoffenſive conduct, in the eye of the civil 


laws of the countries where they lived. 
This is meant “ by that well-doing, and 
good works ver. 1 5, and ver. 12. with 
« which they were to put to ſilence the 


* jgnorance of fooliſh men,” and engage 


thoſe © who uſed to ſpeak againſt them as 
« male. 
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tt malefactors, as people of 1 
factious, ſeditious principles and behaviour; 
which the Heathens were the more apt to 
do, from their confounding the Chri/trans at 

firſt with the Jews, or taking them only for 
a particular ſect of the Jews, who were 
generally remarkable for their turbulent be- 
haviour under heathen Governments. — 
Chriſtians were by their regular loyal con- 
duct, to remove that odium, and engage 
their enemies to entertain better notions of 
them, and their Religion, to the glory of its 
divine Author. But tis time to add, wh at 
has been juſt hinted before, 


Secondly, — We ſhould honout Kings, 
becauſe they are of God's appointing. Ma- 


giſtracy or Government, is of divine appoint- 


ment, as St. Paul tells us in that 13th of 
Romans, 1ſt verſe, Sc. © the powers that 
be are ordained of God; and the Ruler is 
the miniſter of God.” Government is ſaid 
to be ordained of God, becauſe the order 
of things God has eſtabliſhed in the World 
neceſſarily requires it. God, who made 


man, made him for Society; ; and Society 


cannot be maintained, nor its end anſwer- 

ed, without Government, to regulate the ſe- 

veral intereſts, and ſecure the property and 
E 


peace 
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peace of all the Members of it. And ſmall- 
er Societies have always found it neceſſary, 
in order to preſerve themſelves, to unite in- 
to larger, which require ſome more auguſt, 

powerful, and ſupreme government, in 
which the intereſts and power of the whole 


Society might be veſted. So the ſupreme 


Magiſtracy, or Sovereignty, is God's ordi- 
nance, of whatever form, or in whatever 
hands it is: whether tis lodged in a num- 
ber of perſons, or in one, 1s elective, or 
hereditary, is abſolute or limited. For, tho' 

<« there is no power but of God,” its being 
of God, as * Biſhop Sherlock well obſerves, 
« does not prove it unbounded, nor deter- 
mine its extent.” The difference in the forms 
of Government ſeems to be accidental; 

tho' tis indeed very amazing, how abolute 


Monarchy has become, not here and there 


prevalent, but almoſt every where, and 
univerſally ſo. But whatever is the occa- 
fion of this difference, Chriſtianity does 
not meddle with it: it ſtands © clear of 
all diſputes about the Rights of Princes and 
Subjects, which mult be left to be decided 


by the principles of Equity, and the Con- 


ſtitution of every Country.” It enjoins 
Chriſtians obedience to the Government un- 


* Diſcourſes, Vol. IV. p. 365. + Ditto, p. 372. 
5 der 
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der which they live, whether of the beſt 
kind or not: fince as far as 'tis Govern- 
ment, tis the ordinance of God, and is 
more for the Peoples Good, than to live 
without Government. We are to obſerve, 
tis the power, or authority, the Government 
itlelf, the Scripture ſpeaks of, the nature 
and deſign of which it deſcribes, and 
to which it enjoins obedience; not the 
particular perſon who governs, however 
weak or tyrannical he may be, or even a 
plague to mankind. Civil Government is, 
in general, the ordinance of God for the 
good of man, and has therefore a right to 
be obeyed; and ſo conſequently has the 
Magiſtrate, who duly exerciſes it, becauſe 
ſo far is he the miniſter of God for good, 
and derives his power from him. Further, 
'tis God who in the courſe of his Providence 
ſets up Princes, and brings them to their 
thrones; and that ſometimes by very re- 
markable revolutions. And his Providence 
18 every where repreſented in Scripture, as 
particularly concern d in guarding and ſe- 
curing them in their Government. 


Uponthe whole then,—our Sovereignsre- 
quire our homage and duty, upon account of 
God's authority, by whom they reign, and 
are employ'd as his miniſters, to diſtribute 
the rewards and puniſhments due to Vir- 
E 2 ä 
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tues and Vices, in the Members of civil 
Society, We ſhould revere his authority in 


theirs. But I am hence led, 


Thirdly, — To add, that we are bound 
in Gratitude to honour our Sovereigns, on 
account of the ſalutary, beneficial Effects of 
good Government. So tis repreſented in 
the 13th of Romans ; where the higher 
powers, to which the Apoſtle requires ſub- 
jection, are ſaid to be, © not a terror to 
good works, but to the evil ;” not to thoſe 
who keep the Jaws, but to thoſe who break 
them, v. 3. to give praiſe to them that 
do good, and to be the miniſter of God for 
good to ſuch: v. 4. or juſt before my 
Text, © to be a puniſhment to evil doers, 
and a praiſe to them that do well.” And 
again in the Romans, v. 6. they are called, 
God's miniſters, who attend continually 
to this very thing.” 1. e. diſtributing juſtice, 
and taking care of the good order and peace 
of Society. And 'tis upon this happy na- 
ture and tendency of Government, when 
duly exerciſed, that the ſubjects obligation 
to obey and ſupport it is grounded by the 
Apoſtle, v. 5, 6, 7. as a debt of gratitude, 
they are in Conſcience bound to pay. And 
the reaſon he gives 1 Tim, ji. 2. for ex- 

horting 
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horting Chriſtians * to pray for Kings and 
all in authority,” is, that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life, in all godlineſs 
and honeſty ;” may thro' their good Go- 
vernment enjoy our civil rights, and re- 
ligious liberties, | 


How helpleſs are Men 1 
as Individuals! how few, how ſmall 
would be their attainments, or com- 
forts! how wretched their ſtate of perpe- 
tual, mutual Injuries and Oppreſſions! 
But how great and numerous are the bleſ- 
ſings of Society! the progreſs in arts and 
learning ; the invention and cultivation of 
all the conveniences and comforts of life ; 
the height of grandeur and proſperity ; the 
peace and ſecurity ; the civil and religious 
liberties and improvements, ſome Nations 
have attained and enjoyed! And 'tis by the 
wiſe and prudent, the mild and gentle, and 
yet the firm andvigorous adminiſtration of* 
a good Sovereign, that all theſe bleſſings are 
procured and preſerved to a people, againſt 
the attempts of envious and powerful ene- 
mies, or the baneful effects their own in- 
dulged vices would have. How reaſonably 
therefore does ſuch a Prince expect to be 
honoured by his people ! how highly does 
he deſerve their eſteem, and affection ] how 
men is it their intereſt as well as duty, to 


obey 


1.302]. 
obey his laws, and ſupport his government? 
. might add, 


a Fourthly, — - That we are under the moſt 

facred engagements of duty to the King, 
from the very nature of the Relation betwixt 
him and his ſubjects. Whether we have 
actually taken Oaths of Alle giance or not, 
they are implied in the Relation of Sub- 
jects to Governors; which is founded in a 
compact, a tacit one at leaſt, of defence 
and protection on the one part, and of obe- 
dience and ſupport on the other. The very 
admiſſion therefore of a Prince's Right to 
the Throne, implies a voluntary Engage- 
ment to honour and obey him, and 
maintain him in his Government. And 
once more, | 


_ Fifthly, —T might enforce a Peoples 
duty to their Prince, by ſhewing the happy 
effects of it; and on the contrary, the public 
miſeries, which are the uſual conſequences 
of diſaffeftion. Concord is the ſtrength of 
every community ; and when a thorough 
good underſtanding ſubſiſts betwixt a 
Prince and his people, when he reigns in 
their affections, they will be happy at 
home, and formidable abroad. But 

Ns when 
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when jealouſy and diſlike of their Sove- 
reign prevail among his Subjects, there can 
be no firmneſs and ſpirit in their reſiſtance 
to foreign enemies, no eſtabliſhed peace at 


home, but all the horrors of anarchy and 


civil war are to be dreaded. How careful 
therefore ſhould every lover of his Country 
be, to keep up that affection for his Prince, 
with which its welfare is fo intimately con- 
nected ! But its time to draw to a Cloſe, by | 
applying what has been ſaid, to engage us 
in n the 


Fir voce To honour the Memory 
of his late Majeſty. He was one of the moſt 
worthy and venerable Monarchs, that ever 
ſwayed a Sceptre. To draw his character 
in private life, however amiable, is none 
of my buſineſs ; and for which, at our 
humble diſtance. from the Throne, we are 
little qualified. And as to the public 
character of the Sovereign, you have it 
drawn in the bleſſings of his Reign. The 
juſtice and clemency of his adminiſtration, 


the long undiſturbed enjoyment of our li- | 


berties and properties, of our civil and re- 
ligious privileges, the vaſt increaſe of our 
commerce and riches, the extent ofour Cre- 


dit, the ſurprifing efforts we have been en- 
abled 
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| abled to make in the preſent War, and the 
glorious ſucceſſes, which have attended 
our Arms, both by Sea and Land, in every 


Quarter of the Globe will render his 
Reign, one of the moſt ſhining Periods 
in the Britiſh Hiſtory ; and ought therefore 
to perpetuate it's grateful Remembrance, in 
every Britiſh Breaſt. We cannot give our 
preſent Sovereign a better proof of our af- 
fection to his Family, nor a ſurer pledge of 
Loyalty to his Government, than by culti- 
vating the moſt reſpectful regard to the 
memory of his great Predeceſſor, and ſhew- 
ing our grateful ſenſe of the obligations, 

we are under to him, for the bleſſings of 
his adminiſtration ; for © the very worthy 
deeds that were done to this Nation, by his 
Providence” and Goodneſs, © and the great 
Quietneſs, we long enjoyed thro him”, both 
as to the things of this life, and * in the 
matters of our God.” —— And then, 


Secondly, —Let us reflect, what reaſon we 
have to honour his preſent Majeſly. Every 
motive that has been mentioned, concurs 
here, in the auſpicious Beginning of his 
Reign, to recommend and enforce our Duty 
to him. If Government is of God's ap- 
pointing, if 'tis he ſets up Kings, if the 

benefits 
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benefits of good Government are ſo great, 


if the relation betwixt Princes and their 
Subjects is of ſuch ſacred obligation, if the 
conſequences of Loyalty and Affection are 
ſo intereſting to the public welfare, if Re- 
ligion ſo expreſly preſcribes it —— what 
motives can be wanting, to engage us to ho- 
nour a Prince —— whoſe Family has been 
ſettled in the throne of theſe kingdoms, by 
the ſignal interpoſition of a kind Provi- 
dence, who has been trained under them, 
to the wiſeſt and moſt ſalutary maxims of 
Government, and who has given ſuch 
proofs of his having deeply imbibed thoſe 
Maxims? If univerſal Report is to be cre- 
dited, his Majeſty has perſonal Piety and 
Virtue, good Senſe and good Temper to 
attract our Eſteem, and qualify him for 
filling his high Station with Honour, and 
ſo as to be a public Blefling. And he is 
known to have a ſtrong taſte for thoſe fine 
Arts, which ſeldom fail of preſerving from 
abandoned habits of Vice, and to poliſh and 
humanize the mind. How amiable a Turn 
has he actually diſcovered in his gracious 

3 | De- 


2 - * 8 — . > 


— 


— . c._u—_gg. 


> r - , — ID. a 5 — 
———— — äU oo —— . . ˖r7 CC ——ä——ç—ä ̃ n — ̃ — > DG + — 


— OC 0 ay — — ——x—x— A EE CAA 


— — — So — 
— ͤ . Seo II ꝶ .f 


—— . — — — — 
* 


341 
Declaration at his Acceſſion ! | Inſtead of a 
vain Flation, ſo natural to Youth, at coming 
to the Crown; ſuch a tender regard to his 
Royal Anceſtor, ſuch a modeſt diffidence 
of himſelf, ſuch a generous © Confidence 
in the advice, abilities, and experience of 
his Council, and inthe {upport and aſſiſtance 
of every honeſt man! What juſt and noble 
Sentiments, ſo becoming the Sovereign of 
<a free, and powerful People”, breathe thro 
his Speech from the Throne; where he 
declares the civil and religious rights of 


his people equally dear to him © with the 


moſt valuable Prerogatives of his crown ; 
and that as the ſureſt foundation of the 
whole, and the beſt means to draw down 
the divine fayour on his Reign; 'tis his fixed 
purpoſe, to countenance and encourage the 
practice of true Religion and Virtue.” But 
I ſhould entirely tranſcribe it, if I were to 
give a Scope to the pleaſing Senſations, 
with which it - inſpires me! Never did a 
Prince aſcend the throne, with the more ap- 
parent and unanimous Satisfaction of his 


People, or with more promiſing Proſpects 
of a happy Reign In 


[35 
In ſuch circumſtances, when we are fo 


happily united at home, and have ſo many 
Enemies abroad; the leaſt whiſper of diſ- 
affection would be infamous. Let every 
Briton join with his Sovereign, © in his re- 
ſolution to preſerve and ſtrengthen our con- 
ſtitution, and to cement the Union and 
good Harmony, which prevails among 
us: Let every Subject be ambitious to diſ- 
tinguiſh himſelf, by nothing but his Love 
to his King and Country, by his Zeal and 
Ardour to ſupport the Government. | And 
let us Proteſtant Diſſenters be particularly 
concerned, to put to filence the ignorance 
of fooliſh Men, who may have traduced us, 
as the Enemies of the primitive Chriſtians 
did them, as of factious and ſeditious Prin- 
ciples. Let us manifeſt, that tho we are 
Enemies to Tyrants, and Friends to Li- 
berty, we are at the ſame time, the beſt 
Friends, and the moſt faithful Subjects to 

good Princes, who employ their power, ac- 

_ cording to its deſign, to protect their People, 
in the free Enjoyment of their natural rights. 
Let us manifeſt this; by continuing our 


firm 
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firm attachment to the illuſtrious Family, 


that has for ſo many happy Years filled, 


and adorned the Britiſh Throne; by bring- 


ing up our Children, and thoſe under our 
Care, to an Acquaintance with the diſ- 


tinguiſhed Privileges they enjoy as Britiſh 


Subjects, and a due Value and Thankful- 
neſs for them; by exerting ourſelves to the 
utmoſt, in our various Stations, to promote 
Affection and Obedience to our preſent moſt 
gracious Sovereign, and to ſupport his Go- 


vernment; and by our conſtant fervent 
Prayers, that the great God, who rules 


over all Hearts, and over all Events, would 
guide and direct him, bleſs and proſper 
him, and make © his Reign as long and 
glorious and happy, as that” of his mw. 
Grandfather. 


Tz ED. 


